A novel guidewire approach for handling acute-angle bifurcations: reversed guidewire technique with adjunctive use of a double-lumen microcatheter.
Guidewire manipulation to negotiate branches originating at an acute angle from the parent artery is a frequently encountered challenge by the interventional cardiologist in clinical practice. To date, several methods have been developed, but none of them has a definitive success rate. Here, we report a technique for negotiating extremely angulated vascular bifurcations, with which we have achieved a high rate of success in percutaneous coronary intervention. This technique involves combining a reversed guidewire technique with a double-lumen multifunctional probing microcatheter. We present the cases of 3 patients successfully treated using this technique.